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REMARKS 

Reconsideration of the application, as amended, is 
respectfully requested. All rejections of the Examiner are 
respectfully traversed. Claims 1-10 are pending in the 
application. Claims 1, 8 and 10 have been amended. 

Claims 1-5, 9 and 10 stand rejected as anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 5,726,395 (hereinafter "Anagnos")- Anagnos discloses a 
loud speaker cabinet 15 having crossover networks 16, 17, 18 
mounted therein. The crossover networks 16, 17, 18 each include a 
PC board or mounting board having sensitive electronic components 
mounted thereon which are prone to low-level intermodulation 
distortion effects when exposed to' vibrational energy (Anagnos, 
Col. 4, 11. 1, 13). The purpose of the Anagnos mounting system is 
to decouple the sensitive electronic components on the mounting 
boards 20, 20' from the vibrational energy introduced by speaker 
components 11, 12, 13, 14. ! As will be apparent, the claimed 
structure recited in instant claim 1 differs in significant 

respects from the Anagnos structure.. 

i 
i 

Claim 1, as amended, calls for a speaker mounting assembly 

i ■ 

for mounting within a wall opening.' As Is apparent, Anagnos does 

i ; 

not disclose or suggest a jspeaker mounting assembly that is 
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In contrast, Anagnos 



suitable for mounting in a wall opening. 

• i 
r 

depicts a free standing speakejr cabinet. 

* 

Claim 1 further recites ithat the frame member includes 

i I 

* openings extending through ;said frame member from said front 

; \ 

surface to said rear surface";. \ The openings referenced in this 

• i 

paragraph of the claim refer ; to! those openings that receive the 

! I 

fasteners that are subsequently discussed- First, the Anagnos 

! S 

speaker cabinet includes no tfiro'ugh. openings that receive locking 
fasteners which extend therethrough such as presently disclosed 
and claimed. While the Examiner points to the screws 31 of 
Anagnos as the fasteners, it] is noted that the screw hole that 

J ► 
1 ■ 

receives the screw 31 does not extend all the way through the 

n 

speaker cabinet 15 and is nbtJ adapted for use as a quick release 
fastener as described in claim 1. Instead, the screw 31 must be 
manually screwed into the inside cabinet wall and the screw hole 



only extends partially through 



does not meet the limitation of claim 1 that calls for a plurality 
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the cabinet. Consequently, Anagnos 



said frame member from said front 
In view of the foregoing, Anagnos 



of openings extending through 
surface to said rear surface 
does not anticipate claim l.ji 

Moreover, the second paragraph of claim 1, as amended, calls 
for "a baffle member including at least one speaker opening 
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mounting assembly is disposed 
wall opening, said baffle 
mounting at least one speaker 
again, Anagnos is devoid of 
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extending through the baffle. sai<i ; baffle member having a rear 

• i 

i i 

surface facing the interior ofa said! wall opening when said speaker 



!! ■ 

in ai mounting position within said 

i) 

: i 

::ear ''surface including mounts for 
to s^jid baffle rear surface;". Once 
any jjteaching or disclosure of any 



speaker and includes mounts 



structure that corresponds to thej qlaimed baffle member. More 

,1 

specifically, the claimed baffile member is configured to support a 



for; 1 mounting the speaker to the 



baffle. In contrast, the PC board! or mounting boards 20, 20' are 

\ !: ! 

not intended for the mounting of ;■ a speaker, do not include at 

u 



least one speaker opening extending through the baffle and do not 

1 ii ; 

include the speaker mounts recited! in claim 1- Consequenlty, 
Anagnos does not perform the jjfunctjion of the claimed baffle. In 
particular, the mounting bqjards 



electronic components and th, 



the mounting boards 20, 20' 



speakers are not isolated ..from 



20, 20' in Anagnos support 

e purpose of the Anagnos mounting 

ji ; 

system is to isolate the loudspeakers that are directly mounted to 

ii i 

the freestanding speaker cabinet jfrlom the components mounted on 



■Li 



In contrast, in present claim 1, the 

j i ! 

jtjhe baffle, but rather, are 
the cllaimed mounts. The vibration 



mountable to the baffle via j 

1 , . 

dampening components recited in, claim 1 isolate the baffle, with 



r 
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the speaker mounted thereon , 



suggest the subject matter recited 



from 



for mounting to a wall. Accoijdingiy", Anagnos fails to disclose or 



accordingly does not anticipatp cledin 1. 

Finally, claim 1, as amended, calls for a plurality of 
fasteners that captively secure the!: baffle to the wall mountable 



frame member . 



vibration dampening members and though the openings in the frame 

i 

member and include a locking n ember yhich engages the rear surface 
of the frame member to cap: :ivel[y \\ secure the baffle to frame 

!i 

I! 

member. The disclosed and claimed ;!fasteners permit an installer, 
to easily and rapidly secure tfhe baffle to the frame member during 



the installation process. Anagnos 
or disclosure. As previously 



attempts to equate to the a] 



©on 
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the frame which is configured 



,in paragraph two of claim 1 and 



The fasteners ext,end through openings in the 



notejd^i the screw 31 does not extend 

ii 
i 

through the Anagnos speaker cabinet 15 which the office action 



is devoid of any such teaching 



plickrits' frame member. Moreover, 



Anagnos fails to disclose or isugg^slt a locking member associated 

1 ii 

with the fastener that engages the rear surface of the frame 

J. 



member to captively secure 
this reason as well, Anagno 
present claim 1. 



baffle to the frame member. For 



faip.55 to meet the limitations of 
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Claims 2-5, 9 and 10 depend 



portion of a first diameter 
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directly or indirectly from 



independent claim 1 and are bjlieve<j| to be allowable at least for 

the reasons discussed with resoect to claim 1. 

j; 

Claim 6 depends from claim ljj and further calls for said 
plurality of openings to comprise stepped openings having a first 



'and a second portion of a second 



smaller diameter. It is first notei that claims 6-8 are believed 
to be allowable at least foi 1 the reasons discussed above with 
respect to claim 1- In the official action it is asserted that 
claims 6-8 are unpatentable under 35 (JSC §103 (a) over Anagnos in 
view of U.S. Patent No. 5,361,925 

'Wecke"). It is noted that wjacke in no way relates to a speaker 

mounting system and the applicants j respectfully submit that the 

.i 

electrical terminal box of Weike is j non-analogous art. Moreover, 

;. I 

there is no motivation to cc^inbine ithe teachings of Anagnos and 



Wecke, as suggested in the 
respectfully submit that one 



recited and claimed for the 



speaker frame suitable for mall mounting 
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to Wecke et al. (hereinafter 



: * official action- The applicants 



„ of ordinary skill in the art of 

>. 

speaker enclosure design would {not lpok to electrical terminal box 

i i 

art for speaker baffle mounting techniques. Moreover , the Wecke 

terminal box, does not teach o!r disclose the use of a fastener as 

it 
ii 

mounting of a speaker baffle to a 



Furthermore, while 
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claim 1 calls for the locking member to engage the rear surface of 

the frame member, it is note! that' the locking bolt 3 in Wecke 

engages the back of the front Lurface of the base portion 1 of the 



the baffle member to the frame 



terminal box and not the rear' surface of the Wecke terminal box. 
Additionally, in Wecke, the locking bolt 3, is surrounded by a 
spring that is captured between the .bolt head 7 and an abutment 8. 
The compression of the spring 5 between the head 7 and the 
abutment 8 determines the force to depress the locking bolt 3. In 
contrast, in the claimed structure, the fasteners have a head that 
includes a shoulder that abuts the elastomeric vibration damping 
member and upon a predetermined rotation of the fastener secures 

member . 

It would not be possible to utilize the locking bolt 3 of 
wecke to secure the mouriting boards of Anagnos without 
modifications to the Anagnos structure that are neither disclosed 
nor suggested For example, [ in the Anagnos structure, if an 
opening were provided through the Anagnos speaker cabinet to 
receive the Wecke fastener, j the Wecke fastener would extend 
through to the exterior of lithe cabinet if combined with the 
teachings of Anagnos and thus would undesirably be visible on the 
exterior o£ the cabinet absent further modifications to Wecke 



tl 



and/or the Anagnos cabinet that are not suggested by the cited 
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references- The applicants 
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therefore respectfully submit that 
neither Anagnos nor Wecke, alone or in combination, disclose or 
suggest the presently claimed subject matter, and respectfully 
submit that the cited references do not support a prima facie case 
of obviousness. Accordingly, claim: 9 is believed to be allowable 
over the cited art. 

For the reasons discussed above, the applicants respectfully 
submit that the pending claims', as amended, are allowable over the 
cited art, and such action is respectfully solicited. 



Should the Examiner have 
to the present application, 
undersigned attorney of record 



any further questions with respect 
he is invited to telephone the 
at the number indicated below. 



Respectfully submitted, 
iAN POPKEN ET AL» 




factor B. Lebovici 
Registration No. 30,864 
Attorney for Applicants 

tfEINGARTEN, SCHURGIN, 
j GAGNEBIN & LEBOVICI LLP 
^en Post Office Square 
Boston, MA 02109 
telephone: (617) 542-2290 
telecopier: (617) 451-0313 
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